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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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Art Unit: 3634 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Farris et al. As shown in Figure 3, Farris et al. disclose a wheel guide assembly for a 
sliding door (12) comprising a mounting structure (72) with a body portion (the portion to 
the left) and a top portion (70) having at least one axle with a longitudinal axis with a flat 
non-cylindrical surface, at least one wheel (48) having an opening and rotatably 
mounted to the at least one axle and guided within a track (50) such tolerances between 
the wheel (48) and the door (12) are taken up by the ellipsoidal shape axle as the wheel 
is guided within the track (50). 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Farris et 

al. in view of Gehrke. All of the elements of the instant invention are discussed in detail 

above except providing a central portion of the wheel with a plurality of fingers that 

engage the axle. Gehrke disclose a mounting structure (12) with a central opening for 

an axle having a plurality of fingers. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
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in the art at the time of the invention to provide the wheel opening of Farris et al. with a 
plurality of fingers as taught by Gehrke since the plurality of fingers allows the axle to be 
more easily attached and removed without damaging the axle or structure mounted 
thereto. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. patent to Church discloses an axle and wheel similar to 
that of the applicant's invention. U.S. patent to Nemoto discloses a wheel and axle 
similar to that of the applicant's invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Jerry Redman 
at telephone number 571-272-6835. 




-Oef^Wedman 
Primary Examiner 



